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Shaded areas indicate changes from previous versions
Shaded areas indicate changes to the most recent published version

LEAGUE LEADERSHIP

A. Softball leagues have been established to accommodate teams interested in playing softb

the New Castle Couptarea. All games will be governed by the current offid&A Softball

w % m Rules and RegulationtheseNCC General Softball Rules and Regulations and any approve
special league rules.

S n*FIEQI- L B. Softball leagues sponsored by the NCC Sports and Athletics Secliitwe whder the general

q l ' ¢ direction of the NCC Sports Administratassisted by a Recreation Superviand a staff of

NCC Coordinators. After registration and placement of teams by the Sports and Athlet
Section, each individual softball league may elacteague Representative to provide
representation ancbnduct a leaguall-stargame.

C. It shall be the duty of the Sports Administrator to conduct a general information meeting duringsitbasore for all
managers. During the season, three or momagexs in a league may request that a meetirgalted in order to
address any issues that may arise during the course of the season.

E. A Senior Coordinator will be appointed by the Sports Administrator to assist with the general management o
entireNCC Adult Softball Program during nenffice hours.

F. An advisory board may be established by the participants to promote softball in New Castle County and to for
pertinent information to the Sports Administrator.

G. All USA SoftballState Championgh Tournaments (and the related team classifications) are organized and gover
by the Commissioner &fiD/DC/DE USA Softballand his/her volunteer staff. AUSA Softballregistered teams are
eligible to compete in state tournaments regardless of reggdaon record. To register for a state tournament yol

must contact the Commissioner's Office or the designated Deputy Commissioner for the specific tournament.

JURISDICTION

The New Castle County Sports Office, through the leadership of the Sporshdetits Section Administrator reserves
the right to administer and enforce all rules pertaining to the New Castle County Softball Program. In instances \
penalties are not specified for violations of rules, the Administrator will assume the iibdjppris mediate and take
corrective action. The Administrator may appoint a committee to help rule when necessary. In instances when co
exist between rules, the NCC General Softball Rules and Regulations will supersede individual leagiunedesgue
rules are adjudged to be unfair.

ELIGIBILITY OF PLAYERS
A. Players in this program must turn 18 years of age by December 31 of the current $8agers under 18 years of
age (no more than 2 per teamd must be 16 by December 31 of¢herent seasgrmustsubmit a Youth Participation

Agreement, signed by a parent, to the Sports Office before participating in the progrmams composed

predominately of playelgss tharl8 years of age are not permitted in the adult program unlesislsgp@mission is

granted by NCC Sports and Athletics Office.

B. Professional Players
New Castle County has established leago@Ecommodate amateur playefs amateur is anyone whrasnotbeen
underany professional contractlated to softball or basalbduring thecurrent or previous calendar year.

C. Roster Limitations

1. Mends and Wosgsioerpitbhstear@gméWwio me n 6 s F a s t arePpermitteld a rosteathas shall
have not less than 16 and not more than 20 playdmes.n @ans that play in M/W bBgues or Sunday Evening
leagues may carry two (2) female players ontheirrodlse.n 6 s t eams t hat play i n
male players only.

2. Industrial, Firefighters, and Co-Recreationteams are permitted a roster that shall have notHasd6 and not
more than 25 players.

3. Industrial League rosters must be notarized by an official representative of the company and a current pay
must beproduced if a player's eligibility should be contested. Men's industrial teams may carry femg®
players on their roster. Male players are not permitted to play in the Women's Industrial League. See the Ind
League Special Rules for additional requirements.

4. The Firefighters' Leagueis open to active male and female firefighters and negswwho are in good standing
with their fire company. See the Firefighters' League Special Rules for additional requirements.

5. SeniorLeague Senior League players must reach the minimum age by December 31 of the current ssason
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the Seniot.eague Speal Rules(separate documerftr additional requirements.

Premiere / ProfessionalPlayer Rule(s): A premiere player is defined as a male player who currently plays c

pl ayed during the previous seasoUSAGat dmay | t &/Bomo IS :

Pitch Program, or any player rated as Class A, A+ or Restrictead USA Softball &s

Classification.

a. Firefighter's League: NCC stronglyrecommend that premiere/ professionaplayersdo notparticipag in
the Firefighers League due to the recreational natuith@league.

b. Co-Recreation Leagus: Premierd professionaplayers are restricted to participation in tighest division
of playin the Friday CeRec Leagueinless special waiver is granted through indigicdeppeato the Sports
Office. Premier / professional players are not permitted to play in the Mon/WdRke€deague due to the
recreational nature of the league.

c. Menods Op e nPrdnera/professional players are restricted to the Northern, Baukhern, and
Eastern Leagues and the highest division of the Sunday Evening League.

d. Female player restrictions There are no restrictiorigr female players who are under professional contrac
with the National Pro Fafitch League.

D. Participation Redrictions

1.

Male Players
Male players are permitted to be on the roster of any combination of the following: 1 MR¢C®am, 1 Fri.
CoRec t eam, 1 Sunday Evening team, 1 M/'W t eam,

Masters/Senior Laggue team (if eligible). Male players are subject to the Premier / Professional Player Restrict

listed above.

Female Players

Female players are permitted to be on the roster of any combination of the following: 1 MRat@eam, 1 Fri.

CoRecteam 1 Sunday Evening team, 1 M/ W t eam, 1 Wom

1 Masters/Senior League team (if eligible).

Borrowing Players From Other Teams (Regular Season Only)

Teams with eight (8) or fewer rostered players preaent game ti me may borrow |

roster in order to avoid forfeiting games during the regular season.

a. Ateam intending to use borrowed players must inform the opposing manager in the presence of the u
before the start of the gan

b. A team that uses borrowed players may not have more than 10 players in the stastipg line

c. Ateam may not use more than three (3) borrowed players during a game.

d. Borrowed players may not take the place of healthy rostered players who arg atése game. If a rostered
player arrives after the start of a game in which borrowed players are used, the rostered player must suk
in for one of the borrowed players.

e. Players on the rosters of teams in the Sunday Evening North, Nortbethe or CeRec North Leagues
are restricted to being used as a borrowed player in only the Sunday Evening South, M/W Park, T/Th Eg
and CeRec South Leagues.

f.  During the playoffs teams are permitted to only use rostered players who meet tbéoreswi male and
female players listed above.

E. Roster Procedure
Completed rosters, signed by each player, must be submitted in person Blay 22 to the Sports Office(M-F;
8:00 AM i 4:00 PM) or to a New Castle County Coordinator at the Delcastle Softball @nplex (during game
times).

1.

The roster will be stamped and initialed by a New Castle County staff member, provided the roster an
individual player waiver forms are properly completed. Managers are urged to make enough copies of the
for routineuse throughout the season. All roster copies will be stamped at this time.

Appropriate copy(s) will be returned to the manager.

No other changes will be permitted throughout the remainder of the season unless granted under the terms
"Emergency Ragr Addition Procedure” listed below.

At any game during the remainder of the season, an opposing manager may request to see the stamped c
teambébs roster for any reason. Failure to pdrthedu
opposing manager files a proper protest and a stamped copy of the roster is not on file at the New Castle (
Sports and Athletics Office.

F. Emergency roster addition procedure (applies to regular season only)
Emergency roster addition forms areailable from the Sports and Athletics Office afiay 22. There must be a
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A

proven loss of players from the original roster and recent chance or incident of forfeiture. Approved emerg
playersmust not have playesh any team in the New Castle Cousb§tball program during the current season. The
revised roster after the added emergency player must not exceed 14 active players aiadt®/egtayersNOTE:
Teams are not permitted to add players after their regular season has ended.
A managemay rightfully refuse to release to a player from a team if that player has failed to return a team unif
or has a financial obligation to that team. In the event a team manager desires to refuse to give a release, the
shall have the right to regst assistance from the Sports and Athletics Administrator. Once a player plays for a t
and is released, he / she may not return to play on that team during the same season. Players released aga
will may request a 48 hour extension to fppldcement on another team.
USA Softballsubstitution rules will be in effect in all leagues unless amended in the Special League Rules.
Starting Line-Up Requirements (all leagues)
A teammust start if nine (9) players are present at the schedule@ game. A team starting with nine (9) players
will leave the 18 spot in the batting order blank (in ®&ec leagues, the blank spot may be placed in eithei'the 9
10" position in order to maintain the maldemale batting rotation). Every timeighposition is due to bat, an out
will be declared. As soon as another eligible player arrives, he / she must enter the game and be placed in th
spot in the lineup. Failure to do so will cause that player to forfeit his / her eligibility foréh®inder of that game
Eligibility for play in NCC softball leagues does not guarantee eligibility in state tournament competition. Ple
consult your state tournament chairman for specific requirements.
Players participating on teams withdrawingrh a league aftdvlay 22 are ineligible to join new teams.
Expanded Player Rule
Up to four (4) extra players may be used provided they are present in the dugout at the start of the game and li
the lineup card in the regular batting order. Thse of any extra players is optional but if used, the following rules
apply:
1. The extra player(s) must remain in the same position in the batting order for the entire game.
2. All of the players listed in the starting lig must bat, and any ten (1@py play defense. Defensive
positions may change, but the batting order must remain the same.
3. The extra player(s) may be substituted for anenter one time.
4. In Co-rec leagues, either two (2) or four (4) extra players may be used providedlgifemale batting
rotation is maintained.
5. A team may finish the game with one (1) player less that what it started with for any reason ather tha
ejection. An out will be taken when the vacant position in the batting order appears.

Example (injury): A team begins the game with 13 players in the batting order and no substitutes on the bench.
In the second inning, the player batting in tHep®sition is injured and cannot continu®uling: the game
continues with 12 players in the batting orderergvtime the 8 position is due to bat, and out is declared.
(NOTE: If another player arrives, he/she must enter the game, or be declared ineligible for the entire game.)
Example continued:n the 4" inning a second player is injured and cannot contirfieling: only 11 players
are available (2 less that started) and the game is declared a forfeit

Example (ejection)A team begins the game with 13 players in the batting order and no substitutes on the
bench. In the second inning, the player battintpén8" position is ejectedRuling: the game is forfeited.

IV.  FINANCES

A.

Admission Policy:

1. Allteams can begin registering in person or by mail beginning Januafytl payment is due upon registration.

2. All registrations will be handled on adt-come firstserved bas pending acceptable status aéan® behavior
and payment record from previous season.

3. An out of state team (= out of state manager and/or 50%resident players) will be accepted only if space
permits after registratiodeadling or if needed to fill a high level division of play.

4. SPECIAL NOTE: (exception to the above policy)New Castle County reserves the right toizila lottery
system to fill deague whemleemed appropriate.

Each team must submit the requitedgue entry fee at the time of registration. Checks should be made payable

New Castle CountyA | | | eagues wil |l pay fACash on Fieldo to

Rule IVi D below).

New Castle County reserves the right tovenbeams to a higher or lower division when necessary to maintain tt

desired struetre in the adult recreation softbplogram.

Team Placement in League(s)

1. Areturning team is defined as any group of five or more players who were on the sanwurosjehe previous
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softball season.
2. Placement of teams in leagues (newegurning will be controlled by the Sports and Athletics Offaed based
upon previous yeards +seasoan @madagihe olfowifygedelinav e p
used to determine placement:
a. Returningteams requesting tthange playing nightsave priority in league placement over new teams.
b. New Castle County reserves the right to advance the most qualified teams into the next highest divis
league when necessary to maintain the desired structureandhadl softballprogram. Teams may also be moved
to a lower @vision / league if necessary.
1. Any team thawvins a league championshptayoff will be required to advance to the next highesgle
for the following season.
2. Any team with consecutive regular season championships artdg four playoff appearancedll be
strongly considered for a move to the next highest league for the following season
3. Due to thecompetitive naturef the top leaguedeams will not be forced to move into the higHesel
in the Mon./Wed. or Tue./Thiyprograms, however, a team theihs any combination of two regular
season and/or playoff championships over two seasons and dézlimese up will not b permitted to
competeimml ower | evel fdrtheacgremr $egasonp| ay of f
c. Manager s8 meheld ih cogjunctiom iwithlleaghesplacement meetiagd teams will be allowed
to present to the group any placement concerns they may have
d. A random drawing of qualified teams may be used to fill leagues where shortages of teams exist.
e. League assignments will fimalized on or around Marc5 (check the NCC website)The formation ba
late-starting leagugvith mixed levels of abilitys possible andill depend upon the availability of ball fields after
May 1
E. Entry Regulations and Provisions:
1. 2019 Registration Fees$460 per teani 18 game schedule, plus *cash to umpires on field.
Senior Leagues:M/W League$440 per teani ~16-21 game schedujeeams officiate their own regular season
games, NCC pays playoff umpire fees; T/Th Draft Lea@déd:per player ~15 game schedule, teams officiate
their own regular season games, NCC pays playoff umpire fees.
2. Payment of RegistratioFees:
a) A full entry fee is dudMarch15 or as specified on the annual registration flyer.
b) Checks should be made payable to fANew Castl e (
c/o NCCSports Office 77 Reads Way, New Castle DE 19720.
3. Guidelines for Team Entry Fee Refunds:

V  Full customer payment is refundable if requested before scheduling has s
less 5% of the league fee (max $25)

V Customer payment is refundable with a penalty of 25% of the activity fee i
requested after schdihg has started

V Customer payment is refundable with a penalty of 50% of the activity fee i
requested after the schedule is complete

v NO refund will be given if requested after season starts

4. New Castle County team entry fees include: Light feesstragion withUSA Softball umpire assignor fees, staff
and administrative fees, regular season division champion trophies, playoff trophies (2), championship pa
(20), etc. There will be no refunds for minor reductions in services caused by waatther emergency
situations.

5. Softball leagues sponsored by the NCC Sports Office may conduct their owtaAtjamesall expenses must
be shared among participants

6. Any team playing two (2) nights per week that forfeitsttoreescheduled date®i teams playing one (1) night
per week that forfeit on two dates) for failing to field a team to start the game may be dropped from the le
and forfeit all fees. Excused forfeits will be given proper consideration.
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F.

Officials' Fees(cash onfield)
1. "Cash on Field" umpire payment proceduses in effecfor all leagues.(NOTE: each team is responsible for %2
of the umpireso6 fee for each game):

SEASON 1-UMPIRE FEE 2-UMPIRE FEE
2019 $30 $50
2020 TBA TBA

2. Umpires are to be paid in cash (NGechks!) by the team managers during ground rules. Payment, made in s
bills (no coin), should be for both games of the doubleheader, if scheduled. PENALTY: Any team who ref
to pay the umpire before the game will forfeit that game.

3. For incompletegames (less than W2or 5 innings), the umpires must return draf of the game fee (split
betweerboth managers) before the teams leave the game site.

4. Teams should have umpires sign their score book as a proof of payment.

5. Forfeits (caused by @am having less than the required number of players to start a game) will be paid by N
Umpires must report the forfeit to NCC Sports Office by the end of the next working day. The team causing
forfeit will be invoiced by NCC for the entire umpifes f e e 5.90ladnsnistaativé fee which must be paid in
full before their next scheduled gamRlOTE: Forfeits that occur after the game has started (usually caused |
player ejection) do not require the umpire to return any of the monies paid tefoira the game.

6. If an umpire has to leave the field for any reason, he should turn over his fee to remaining umpire who will n
the necessary payment adjustment with the teams when the game(s) is over.

7. If a game is suspended before it becomesioféicl (dar knesshalrfaionf, tehtec éuymp ic
the payment for the make game will be a full game fee. Officials will be paid a full game fee for a regulatio
"tie" game.

8. Umpires may choose not to start a game if unsafe congliirist. No fee will be paid under this condition.

9. Officials cost estimate:

REGULAR SEASON AVERAGE PLAYOFFS

SEASON| 1 UMPIRE No 2 Umpire @ $25.00/tm/gm | TOTAL

games in the
@ $15.00/tm/gm regular season

18 Games 18-$270.00 3-$75.00 $345.®

V. OFFICIALS

A.

USA Softhallr e gi st ered umpires wil/ be assigned by the

1. Umpires must obtain their own "Professional Liability" insurance arel notentitled to any workmen's
compensation benefits from NCC.

2. Teams may require an umpire to sign a receipt when receiving a cash payment.

3. Additional requirements for contracted umpires are included in the guidelines supplied to the Exect
Committee of the contracted officials' association by the NCC Sports Office

. Volunteer umpires (approved by both managers) may officiate if no certified (contracted) umpire reports tc

assigned field within the game period. Appropriate compensation may be issued to all parties concerned t
participating teams. Volurée umpires are covered under New Castle County's general liability insurance for injur
to participants but are not eligible for any workman's compensation or medical benefits from New Castle Cour
personal injury should occur.

All ground rules wi be established and agreed upon by the managers and umpires before the game. The umpire
clarify any disputes. NOTE: See Rule Xl - Home Run Limit). Special league rules that may affect play must als
be presented to the umpire(s) during growdds. Common ground rules for specific fields may be included at en
of this rule packet.

When games are not canceled in advance, the umpires will determine if conditions are playable at city, count
school fields. Staff members of the agencyimg the field have the authority to overrule the decision of the umpire
and stop play on a wet field. At privatedyvned fields, the decision startwill be up to the home team manager and
then rest in the hands of the umpire thereafter.

Stopping & Games Due to Inclement Weather (a detailed explanation of the lightning policy can be found in
appendices)
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VI.

1. The plate umpire has final authority to stop or continue a game involving rain or lightning. If there is a N
coordinator present, the umpishould confer with him, but the decision is up to the umpire.

2. The umpire, after stopping or failing to start a game for weather related reasons, should instruct the play:
remain at the site until a final decision to suspend the game is madef{#dhis still playable at the time the
game is stopped). The umpire should also remain at the site.

3. No sooner thathirty minutes after the last sign of thunder or lightnitigg umpire should resume the game
provided the field is playable.

4. At any timethe field is declared unplayable by the umpire, he shall advise the teams and NCC coordinatc
present) that the games are suspended.

5. If one umpire calls his game, he or a NCC Coordinator, if present, should advise the umpires at other fields
conplex, who in turn should call their games.

F. When no umpire appears at the playing site by the scheduled starting time, the home team martagey consact
theassignor (D. Carden 5987725 and ask for an umpire to be senit go to a nearby fieldsing two umpires (see
attachment) and obtain one of those umpires. Both teams must remain at the field for at least 45 minutdgbeyc
scheduled starting timeTeams are encouraged to play an official game using a volunteer unifiieeleague
coordnator must be notified of this situation when reporting the game score later that night.

G. Line-up cards are supplied by NCC and are to be given to the umpire before each game. Complete last names 1
used on the lineip card. Use the back of caaf 6econd game of a doubleheader.

OFFICIAL GAME
A. Grace Period Rulei the grace period rules are applied togbkeduledstarting times of all games as listed below:
1 up to five (5)minutes late =no penalty,
T after five (5) minutes and up to 1&inuteslate =team at fault losetheir at bat in the first inningdoes not
apply to the continuation of a suspended playoff game)
9 after 15minutes =forfeit (first game forfeit if a doubleheader is scheduled);
1 after45minutes= forfeit of the second game dfd doubleheader;

B. An official game consists of a minimum of4innings with the home team leading or five (5) complete innings with
the visiting team leadingNOTE: Players must hustle (run) on and off the field between inrtimgssure thathe
maximum number of innings arplayed within the allotted time period.

C. Al playoff games must go seven (7) innings, unl e
games will be resumed from the point they were stopped.

D. Stealing, pernttedi n  me n 6 by US/AoSoftbdllRulel8, Sec. 4@s not permitted in NCC softball leagues.

EE A firun aheadodo rule wildl b e ubymate thham 20 auhsl aftegthar@@ énsings 15 Wh
after four (4) innings, or 1funs afer five (5) innings, the game will end. The home team must complete their turn
bat during the inning, unless they have reached t

F. 1-1 Starting Count
All games will be played with a-1 starting count on all batters. There iscoartesy foul.

G. Early Season Speedp Rule
This rule applies to all leagues frahe start ofthe seasonhtroughMemorial Day weekend arall weekend makeip
gameqSundayEvening and Mandatory Makdp Weekend gamesAll games played during this periedll have a
65 minute time limit. Any inning that starts after the time limit will be played-fteh" (with one (1) courtesy foul).

At any game during the season, by agreement of both managers, th@ttbheule may be invoked at any time in
orderto complete the game within the allotted tinfgo-Rec. Leaguesduring the "ongitch" portion of the game, a
male batter that walks will be placed on first base and the female batter must bat.

H. Special peeduprulei for novice leagueloubleheaderanposed by NCC if necessafpuring the first game of a
doubleheader, no new inning will begin 65 minutes after the scheduled start of the game. The game will be of
regardless of the number of innings played. There will be no time limit durirsgtioend game of the doukieader,
but the teams-pmiscthouspetthle uomeal e in order to co
fields have no time limit.

I. Time pattern regulations atlighted fields (unless specified differently oedgue schedule).

1. Coordinators at lighted facilities can require teams to start a game up to ten (10) minutes earlier than schedul
if any eleven (11) players are present from each ted®XCEPTION: Both managers must agree during playoffs.
2. League Site Coordinators are responsible for starting and stopping games according to time patterns and pc
mentioned below:
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SCHEDULE START TIME END TIME
6:15 No new inning after 7:20
3 Single games (Delcastle) 7:20 No new inningl:05 after first pith
8:25 All play stops at 10:40
6:00 No new inning after 7:10
4 Single games (Banning) 7:05 No new inning1:10 after first pitch
ged 9 8:10 No new inning1:10 after first pitch
9:15 All play stops at 11:10
. 6:00 (s) No new inning after 7:10
(ZB?rr\]r?ilr? g):]ames and 1 Doubleheader 7:10 (s) No new inning1:10 after first pitch
9 8:25 (dh) All play stops at 11:10
6:00 No new inning after 8:15
2 DoubleheaderdNeekday Delcastle) 810 Al play stops at 10:40
2 DoubleheaderdNeekday- Banning 6:00 No new inning after 8:25
& Greeenbank) 8:20 All play stops at 11:10
. 5:30 No new inning afte?:55
2 Doubleheaderssundayi Early Star} 7'50 All play stops at 1610

*WARNING : Lights may turn off automatically and teams must be off the field to avoid possible injury

Useof a grace period results in loss of playing time. Succeeding games start according to schedakdsnd
governed by similar procedures.

An inning started before enforcement of the "No New Inning Rul&st be completed if the home team is behind.
(Exception: Last game of the night must end according to the curfew).

The "No New Inning Ruleivill not be in effect when a vacant time slot follows a game, except for curfew.
Delayed startdue to preceding late game

The start of aingle gametha is delayed by a preceding game will be adjusted to allow a minimameofiour

and 5 minutesof playing time and doubleheaderwill be given aminimum oftwo-hours and 15minutes. The
adjustedNO-NEW INNING AFTER" rule will commencesimultaneously witithe end of thelelayed game
period

Site Coordinator override of garstart/stop times

In case of unusual circumstances at a lighted field complex, thiéeoor league coordinator may impose a curfew
or ruling on a game period not described in theCNRules and Regulations.

Additional guidelines atightedfacilities during thelayoffs

If there is insufficient time (less than one hour) to play the final game of the evening, both managers, witt
approval of the site coordinator, may decide tstpone the gameOtherwise, the game will be played and
resumed from the point of suspension if seven (7) innings are not completed.

VIl. LEAGUE SEASON
A. The season will include approximately 9 weeks of league games followed by 5 weeks-ofngakeesnd playoffs.
The season will begin at the end of April and every effort will be made to complete the entire season on or
August 15. The desired structure and game schedules for leagues will be: a) One nightlOmeakns, 18 game
schedulep) One night / week 10 teams, 9 ganecheduldfor new leagues if necessary)
B. Make-up Policy

1.

3.

During the regular season, all incomplete games will be replayed from the start of the game only if they he
direct bearing on final league standings. Téague coordinator is responsible for monitoring this situation anc
scheduling makeip games (NOTE: Teams may be required to play on off nights or on Saturday or Sunda
prevent a delay in the start of playoffs). During the playoffs, all incompleie games will be resumed from
the point of suspension.

Isolated postponed games may be made up as soon as desired following the cancellation. Team managers
agree on a mutual date and contact the coordinator to obtain a field and umpiressettadireancellations will

be played on the mandatory make dates reserved by the Sports Administrator.

Upon receiving written notification of a makg game, opposing managers are required to confirm the game wi
one another and the league coortbna If a makeup game is not played due to improper notification, the game
may be: 1) ruled a "nroontest” and deleted from the schedule; or 2) rescheduled only if final league standings
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affected (as outlined in VII.B.1 abovegipecial Note: Manages are encouraged to check with their coordinator
on a weekly basis regarding malke dates for postponed gamdd. IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
MANAGER TO OBTAIN ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION REGARDING POSTPONED GAMES.

4. When a makeip game has been reschktl by the league coordinator with the concurrence of both tear
managers, no cancellation will be honored with less than 24 hours notice. Penalty: A forfeit may be issued
violating team.

C. Mandatory Makeup Weekendfor week night leagues)

Each eam may be required to participate in one mandatory mpkeeekend scheduled in July. The purpose of the

weekend is to replay all previously postponed games, unless the postponed games have been resched

doubleheaders or have been placed into olag¢es later in the season by the coordinafdr postponed games must
have a scheduled date, time, and place entering the mandatorypakekend and must be on file in the Sports and

Athletics Office. (Exception: Rainouts occurring within seven (days of the Mandatory Makegp Weekend may

be played at a later date when fields are available).

D. Teams anticipating a major conflisith the Mandatory Makeip Weekend must notify theports Officein writing
by June 1. Forfeitures may be imposed iEpntution can be found.
E. Weekly Standings / Playoff Guidelines

1. League standings will be calculated based on a W/L/T point system. Teams will receive two (2) points for a
one (1) point for a regulation tie game, and zero (0) points for a logstedim with the highest W/L/T point total
at the end of the season will be declared the regular season league champion.

2. Ties for finalstandingdn all leagueswill be settled using the following proceduréNote: When breaking a-3
way or multiple tie, flow the procedure until one tie is broken and return to top and begin procedure again)
a) Most win/tie points
b) Most wins
c) Headto-head competition among tied teams
d) Most win/tie points within division
e) Most win/tie points versus common playoffpgments
f) Least amount of runs allowed during h@adhead competition among tied teams
g) Least amount of runs allowed during haa<head competition among common playoff opponents
h) Best record among tied teams during last 10 games played
i) Coin flip
NOTE: By agreement of all tied teams involvedieabreakergames) may be usetb settle ties for tplaceonly.

The game(s) must beggkedon an offnightb e f or e t he start. of the | eague

5. Weeknight leagues of ten (10) teams or more ggfierally be allotted a playoff field of eight (8) teams and will
play a besbf-three series in each round. Leagues with less than ten (10) teams will be permitted a playoff
of four (4) to six (6) teams.

6. Sunday leagues of ten (10) teams (6 piiatgams) willgenerallyplay a double elimination tournament. -Rec.
leagues of 10 teams (6 playoff teams) wéherallyplay a single elimination first round followed by a four team
double elimination tournament.

7. Teams will be seeded in the playofiased on their regular season record. a.) Example of six (6) team playc
3 place vs 8 place, 4 place vs % place,  place vs winner of #4 vs #5/%blace vs winner of #3 vs #6. b.)
Example of an eight (8) team playoffé place vs 8 place, 29 place vs T place, 3' place vs 8 place, 4 place
vs 5" place.

8. The home team in all single and double elimination playoff games will be the tearihafitighest seedln a
bestof-three series, the team withe highest seedvill be the home team in the first and third games. If two
teams have identical records, a coin flip must be used to determine the home team sequence for the game o

9. Suspended games may be required to be played on an "off" night or on the next schagulgadight prior to
regularly scheduled games.

VIIl. GENERAL TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES
A. Teams acquiring the use bbme fieldsfrom another agency must submit a copy of the appréieét] permit (or
letter) to the Sports Office no later than March 1. atlempt may be made to provide a minimum of-bak of the
team's schedule at their home playing site.
Guidelines for weekday leagues supplying4eonnty home fields: (if shortage of NCC fields):
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TEAMS FIELDS NEEDED (per night)
<06 07 1

07i 12 17 2

137 16 27 3
> 17 37 4

B. Team managers are advised to have a written agreement with their sponsor prior to the start of the season rel
the designated ownership of uniforms and equipment.

C. Team managers must notify the Sports and Atrdefiection in writing if there is any player on their teaith a
physicaldisability that may warrant special attention from the NCC staff members or umpires during the seasor
addition managers (or acting managers) are required to inform umpiregydyround rules regarding the special
needs of any such player.

D. Inclement Weather Procedures
NOTE: Managers must not rely upon radio announcements as numerous programs are conducted throughot
Castle County and information is sometimes broadcasbipeply. TheSportsand AthleticsOffice does not usually
report cancellations to the news media.

WHENEVER IN DOUBT, TEAMS SHOULD REPORT TO THE PLAYING SITES

1. Forfastestccess to program information and announcements follow the Sports Office on @vitedesports.
Followers that favorite @nccdesports will receive a text message to alert them of a Sports Office tweet.

2. Every effort will be made by the Sports and Athletics Office to decide on cancellation of evening games by
PM. At that time, anrmouncement will be placed on theelement Weather Message Line395-5891). Team
managers are asked to make periodic checks of the recording throughout the late afternoon and evenings i
to receive further updates as necessary. NO INFORMATION VBELGIVEN BEFORE 3:00 PM AND NO
INFORMATION WILL BE GIVEN TO ANYONE WHO CALLS THE SPORTS OFFICE.

3. In the event that inclement weather occurs late in the afternoon (after 4:00 PM) and playing conditions
guestionable, both teams should report to the faftithe decision to play will be made as outlined in Rule V.D.
A revised message may be placed on the Inclement Weather Message Line after 4:00 PM in order to advis
managers and umpires scheduled for late night games.

4. Under extenuating circumstarsca communication tree will be implemented as follows: NCC Sports Office t
league coordinators, league coordinators to team managers, team managers to team players.

5. All postponed games will be rescheduled by the league coordinator through the Spoittsetics Dffice.

E. Teams should strive to arrive at least 20 minutes before game time. During batting practice, the hitter is asked
stand inside the batter's box. Soft toss batting practice against fences is prohibited. The umpire witbqaditise
together and clear the field five (5) minutes before game time. Following the final game of the night, the wining t
is requested to fill the batter's box with dirt and douse the area with water or ice from coolers, except at site
containsynthetic batter's boxes.

F. Guidelines for Permissible Work on County Softball Fields
1. Do not remove any infield material from the field.

2. Do not add any foreign substance to the field surface.

3. Only water from the area of the batter's boxes mdyaliled off the field.

4. Only minor maintenance, such as light raking, may be performed on the surface of the infield.

5. Do not drive any vehicles onto a wet field.

6. Violators are liable for damages and cost of repair.

G. Team managers are asked toorepo their league coordinator any major injuries which occur during the course of
game. All players are advised to carry some form of personal medical insurance to protect against expenses ir
from injuries. DO NOT move any player that appear have head, neck, or back injuries. C&#lll for proper
assistance.

H. Game Score Reporting Procedure
Both teams should provide an official scorer during each game; the home team score book is official. The ma
of the winning team is responsible feporting the score and umpire attendance to the league coordinator by 9:30 |
on the night of the game. Scores from games that end after 9:30 PM should be reported as soon as possible
game is finished.Incomplete games, tie games, and gameplayed mustlsobe reported by both managers in
order to facilitate reschedulingCoordinators will phone in game scores to the News Journal nightly; these sco
usually appear in the Sports Section within2 days after the game is played. Cooatians will also forward up to
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date league standings to the Sports Office by 9:00 AM each Friday morning. The Sports Office will then compi
league standingpublish them on the Sports Office website (http://www.nccdesports.amchforward them tthe
News Journal for publication in the Sunday Sports SectiBBENALTY: Under emergency situations only, the
winning team manager will have up to one (1) week to report a game score. Failure of the winning team to rept
the game score and umpire attermtze within this time period will result in the game being recorded as a loss for
both teams. It is the responsibility of the team manager to verify that game scores and team records are repo
properly. The penalties listed in this section will be apglwithout further warning. League coordinators are not
responsible for pursuing scores from teams

Teams must maintain a fARecord Summary Formo thr ot
game scores. If requested, the form messibmitted to the league coordinator in order to clarify standings issues
Players are responsible for the repair of incidental property damages caused t¢iratheling vehicles)kt both
countyowned and private ball fields.

. Pets at game site@lew Castle County Code Sec-24. Presence of animals; horseback riding).

fHor ses, cattl e, |l i vestock and do me sxteptadog oricananleash o
under control of a person is permitted 0 Pet s adtoebe lefounattgnaed (ive. ahdined to a fence).
Music Policy

The following guidelines which are in effect with regards to music played in the area of the softball fields:

1. Music may not contain abusive or offensive language.

2. The volume of the msic must be maintained at a level that is audible only within the vicanty not outside of,
thebleachers or dugout area of the team playing the music.

3. Music may only be played during wanups before the game, between innings, and after the gaiweris

EQUIPMENT AND FIELD LAYOUT
NOTE: USA Softball equipment rulegww.softball.org are in effect. New Castle County reserves the right to prohibi
the use of any equipment which negatively impacts theatonal nature of this program.

A.

OCOow

Uniforms

All players on a team shall wear uniform shirts alike in color, trim and style. A minimum 6" numeral is required
the back of each jersey. Caps are the option for each player, but must be alike and vesiy. piGgams with
incomplete uniforms must seek a special allowance from the Sports Administrator in order to pariepalty. for
violation after May 22: No warning necessaryone strike out declared against one violator who comes to bat durir
innings 3. The violation must be brought to attention of the home plate umpire by the opposing manager bet
the time the batter steps into batter's box and completes his/her turn at bat. Switching of jerseys for players lis
the lineup is not perntted.

All teams must provide their own firaid and medical supplies.

Footwear use of metal spikes is prohibited; migtirpose synthetic or rubber cleats are acceptable.

lllegal (unapproved) Warrp Bats

The use of any warrap bat that is noapproved byJSA Softballis prohibited at or in the vicinity of the ball field.
This rule applies to anyomemadelevice or any legal bat that has been altered in any fBENALTY = Violating
player will be removed without warning for remainder of game

Legal Softball Bats

1. The official bat inUSA SoftballChampionship Play must meet all of the requirements of Rule 3, Section 1 an.

a must beaeither the USA Softballapproved 2000 certification maykhe USA Softball 2004 certification
mark as shown below, or theew certification mark for 2013 and Beyond for SLOW PITCH as shown
below and must not be listed onE@B8A Softballnon approved lis&and

N20047
vV
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b. must be included on a list of approved bat models published ySAeSoftballNational Office; or

c. must, in the sole opinion and discretion of the umpire, have been manufactured prior to 2000 and if test
would comply with thaJSA Softballbat performance standards then in effect.

All bats inUSA SoftballChampionship Play, exceptigers, must pass tHdSA SoftbalBat Performance Standard. All bats
having the 2000, 2004 or 2013(Slow Pitch Only) Certification Mark and not listed on the list-@pyooved bats with
Certification marks will be allowed iDSA SoftbalChampionship Pla Bats with the 2013 Certification Mark will be allowed
in Slow Pitch National Championship Play Only. For your conveniencé)&#e Softballvebsite has a listing of all approved
bats and bats that hav¢SA SoftbalCertification Marks and are no longapproved.

d. All wooden bats will continue to be approved #88A SoftballChampionship Play regardless of whether
they bear atSA Softballapproved certification mark or are included on a list of approved bats published
by theUSA SoftballNational Office.

2. Bat Testing:

a. New Castle Countynayconduct random prgame bat compression testing during the regular season and
playoffs.

b. Bats that pass compression testing and are free from cracks, rattles, dents, (@btiBesonnection joint
of multi-piece baty andany other defect will be issued an identification sticker. This sticker will only be
valid for that dayds games.

c. Bats that fail compression testing will be tagged and retained in a secure location and returned to their c
at the enaf the night.

d. Players in possession of bats without stickers during games where compression testing is used will be
subject to the penalties outlined in Rule XIlI. of this document.

F. Softballs

1. All softballs must bear ablSA Softballcertification mark (shown ateft) signifying
compliance with the following COR and compression stand&als COR of .520ard
a Ball Compression of 300.0 |bs or un@green stamp)

2. The ball must not appear on th&A SoftballNon-Approved Ball List.

3. All softballs must have red stitches.

4. All softballs must have amptic yellow cover

5

SOFTBALL

A 120 sbftbal bsed i-recleagues. mends and co
a.lncor ec | eagues, both male and femal e
6. An 110 softball manbs beagesed. in all w

7. Female players who play in male slkpitich leagues under the exception granted in Rule 111.C.3,4,5 mitusst
120 softball

8. Supplying SoftballsThe home team must supply one new and one playable ball (or two new balls) of the s:
type at the start of the game. If a ball is lost, it must be replaced by a playable ball of the same kind. In ge
the team that caused the ball to become lost must replace the ball.

G. Field layout
1. The home team shall be responsible for layingleidiamond and providing bag@scluding a double first base)
and flag foul line markers when needed. Umpires will check base placeftgzrihey have been properly set by
the home team. Abelcastle and BanningdCC will providefixed bases with slees in ground
2. The base distance for all levels of slpitch will be 70 feet.
3. Fields withingr ound synthetic batterés boxes (please a
Greenbank, and Brandywine Springs.

WARNING: The NCC Sports Office advises that sliding into a baseball/softball base represents a
clear and present danger. Injury may occur. Bases are designed as reference point on a ball
diamond. They are not designed to stop forward momentum or to be used as a shock absorber.
Anyone sliding into a baseball/softball base risks serious injury.

4. Special field layout (second home plate) forRecreation leagueandSenior League
(See Appendix at back of brochure)
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a. Defensive players can only touch the original home platewmters can only touch the second home plate.

1. Runners must touch the second home plate located adjacentto tHeaightd e d batt er 6 s
be safe at home (all plays at the plate are fords).

2. Runners tagged by the defensive team will notute o

3. Should a defensive player touch the second home plate and still touch the original home plate befol
runner reaches the second home plate, the runner would be out.

4. If the runner touches the original home plate, the runner will be out and theibakmain alive.
Exceptioni if a play is not being made on the runner attempting to score (ball must be in the outfie
the runner will not be called out for touching the original home plate.

b. A no-return line will be scratched into the field 20 feptthe third base line from home plate. Once a runnel
crosses this line, he/she may not return to third base. A runner may not be tagged out after crossing tl
return line, he/she can only be put out as described in the above section.

H. GuidelinesFor UseOf HomePlate ExtensionStrike-ZoneM at

1.

5.

The drike zonemat should be used to help call balls and strikhenever a contractagmpire isnot present at

game site.

The drike zonemat attaches directly to rear of home plate.

A legalpitch whichtouches any part of home plate anar the strike zone mat is ruled a strike.

Teams may also agree to pitch to their own batters when usisgikeezonemat

a. The defensive team can plabeir extra fielder at any location in the outfield or behind secoffjl lf2ase.

b. The batter will be declared out if he / she fails to put the ball into play (fair ball) by the third pitch.

c. The replacement pitcher must make an attempt to avoid touchiatiealball. If a batted ball touches the
replacement pitcher, the balall be ruled dead, the batter shall return to the plate and altuasrs shall
return to the base they occupied at the time of the ukzlover). If a pitcher intentionally contacts a batted
ball, the ball shall be ruled dead, the batter shallilesl out, and all baseinners shall be returned to the base
they occupied at the time of the pitch.

d. After the ball is hit, the replacement pitcher must remowesélf / herself from the play. If a replacement
pitcher interferes with the defense attemgtto make a play on laatterrunner or runner, the ball shall be
ruled dead and the runner being played on shall be ruled out. All other runners shall be returned to the
last touched at the time of the interference.

e. When a replacement pitcher iseds any volunteer umpire should be positioned behind the infielders to ru
on plays on the bases.

Thestrike zonemat is not in play for any other game situation.

X. PROTESTS
A. Regular Season

1.

Protests must be filed writing to the Administrator oSports and Athletics within 48 hours of completion of the
game (office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.). Protests will only be accept
they involve the misinterpretation of a playing rule. No protest will be accepted fabis for the protest is
judgment The protest must be registered with the officials at the time of questionable play (i.e. before the
pitch is thrown). The protesting managaurst make a verbal notification to home plate umihiat he is "playig

the game under protest" along with citing the reason for such action. In addition, the protesting masager

notify the opposing manager / scorekedpat the game is being played under protest, so proper notations m

be made in both score books dwef play is resumed. Please see additional guidelines specifiEhirsoftball

Rule 11.

A fee of $20 must accompany the protest.

a) The protest will be reviewed by an experienced softball appointee and a preliminary decision (to upho
deny) will ke announced. If the manager accepts the outcome of the preliminary decision, the protest fee
be returned.

b) If the manager chooses to appeal, a committee will be appointed to hear the protest, and its decision v
final.

c) If upheld, the protedee will be returned to the protesting team.

d) If denied, the protest fee will be deposited into the Sports and Athletics Section Revenue Account.

Valid protested games will be resumed from the point of error only if they have a direct bearirg teafjoe

standings.Exception: Use of an ineligible player results in forfeiture.
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B. Playoffs:
1. A protest must be made at the time of the infractions (ie. before the next pitch).
2. The manager will announce to the plate umpire that he wishestéstpitee game.
3. The plate umpire will stop the game and call one of people listed below. Their decision on the protest is fin

CONTACT TITLE PHONE
Diane Carden DASA Umpirein-Chief 5987725
Harry Leitner DSUA Rules Interpret 7533219
Andrew Bero NCC Sports Administrator 6689543

4. If any one of the above individuals cannot be reached, the umpires working the game will discuss the pla:
make a decision using thdSA SoftballRule Book and NCC General Softball Rules as a guide. Their decisic
on the protest is final.

C. Ineligible Players

1. In order for an irgame protest to be filed the umpire and opposing manager must be notified sometime during
first three innings that the suspect player is in thedlime Scorebooks must be accurate aeddtiotest should be
documented with the umpireds signature in the pr

2. Managersnustrequesttosee h e s u s p éDom thedielda Ifyne ID&an be shown, the plagaustsignthe
opposing team's scorebook and enter their ddteth (month, day, year). Failure to request to see a player's I
may nullify the protest. Failure to provide the ID or sign the scorebook upon request shall result in the pr
being honored. An in-game protest that is upheld will result in the gabeing declared a forfeit and the
appropriate penalties listed in Section XlII being applied.

3. If an ineligible player igeported after the protest deadline by the offended manager, an investigation will t:
place and, if confirmed, one win will be dexed and one loss added to the overall record of the team in violatio
In addition, the appropriate penalties listed in Section XII will be applied

XI.  CONDUCT OF PLAYERS, COACHES, MANAGERS

NOTICE: By signing their team roster and player waiver formanagers and players agree to abide by all policie
and procedures for the NCC Adult Softball Program. Individuals who are reported for violations of the poli
described below will be subject to the appropriate disciplinary action based upon éwve aeveports that are file
with the Spors Office. Nohearings will be held. Suspension memos will be mailed to all teams involved and &
published on the Sports and Athletics website (http://www.nccdesports.com). Violations will be recordéabaseda
maintained by the Sports and Athletics Office; repeat offenders will receive more severe penalties.

A. No player, coach, or manager may participate in a league game while under the influence of intoxicants. This
to be strictly enforced bgach team upon notification from the officials.

B. The sale, consumption, or possession of intoxicating liquor or beverages or dangerous or narcotic drugs or gar
of any kind is prohibited in any park facility under the jurisdiction of New Castle @oba&laware(New Castle
County, Delawaré Code of Ordinances: 24.01.007)

1. AhZero Toleranced policy with regard t Rayrglspecaton |
areas are defined as any space outside of the parking areadowrgthe hill at Delcastle or across the road at
Banning.

2. Any player, manager, or other team persormiederved with alcohol in his/her possession will cause the
i mmedi ate termination of their teams befgfeited The feanr
manager and all players involved will receive ldegm suspensions. The team manager will be billed for
umpi r e ds gdmesnst playegayment Will be required before the team will be permitted to resume the
schedulgand the opposing team will be reimbursed for their share of the umpire fees

3. Any spectator observed with alcohol in his/her possession will result in the suspension of the game unt
alcohol is removed. Failure to comply will result in the polieeng called. The umpire / coordinator shall
immediately notify the Sports Office and a warning will be issued to the offending team. A second offense
result in the cancellation of the t eamdidsheteanbeings
removed from the league.

4. Any confrontation with umpires or coordinators administering this policy will cause the police to be cal
immediately. In addition, the team will be removed from the program for the remainder of the swhson
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individual players involved in the confrontation will receive ldegm suspensions from all New Castle County
sports activities.

5. No part of this rule may be used by an opposing managarmanner that is intended to gain a competitive
advantage oalter the outcome of a game.

6. Penalties for anyone in possession of alcohol in the parkingelas are outlined in Rule XII.

. Any reports of player misconduct shall be reviewed by officiatk@NewCastle County Sports and Athletics Office;

appropiate penalties will then be imposed.

. Players with a pattern of poor behavior will be subject to more stringent penalties. The New Castle County S

Office is considering mandatory classes and/or community service for repeat offenders.

. All Board of Education and/or private agency property owners' rules governing the use of their facilities mus

obeyed as part of these rules and regulations. Failure to adhere to this policy will cause the Sports Officégo for
rightsto utilize these fatities.

. All teams are to be held responsible for the actions by any player, spachatorpr any otheperson affiliated with

the teamtoward an umpire or coordinator. Each team must control and/or identify anyone so involveteanthe
will be disciplined. Individual(s) committing severe infractions may be subjdzamishment from all NCC Sports
Programs for a lengthy period of time.

. The managerof each team will be held accountable by the NCC Sports Office for the conduct and finan

regonsibility of his teamSA Softballruling). Players may be placed on temporary suspension until team fees
paid.

. Automatic SuspensionPolicy

Any player/coach who is ejected from a game for unsportsmanlike conduct must leave the playing ar@ad(sigh
sound) immediately. In addition, the player automatically receives a mintmoimame suspension to be served in
the very next game(syithout appeal. Individuals are not permitted to attend their games while under suspens
Each manager is respsible for the enforcement of this penalty aWRITTEN NOTIFICATION IS NOT
REQUIRED. Use of a suspended player will result in forfeiture of the game and additional suspensions for the pl
and manager. Umpires must report by phonéodiits andejections (players' name, jersey number, telague
date of occurrence, and reason for ejection) to their assignor and the Sports and Athletics39&&RO0( within

the next working day (8:00 a.m3:00 p.m.).

Major suspensions or suspensionseéssat the end of the current season may be carried over into the next seaso
play, if deemed necessary.

Teams must not linger consume alcohol in parking areas or residential areas following ball games.

.. Third Party Interferencednly one membeof the coaching staff and/or the player involved may dispute a call witl

an umpiren a respectful manneiThe third individual (or more) who enters a dispute will be ejected from the garr
and will receive an additional automatic egeme suspensiorRlayers are advised not to leave their playing positions
or the team bench area, or they will subject themselves to possible ejection as a result of "Third Party Interferer
Zero Tolerancé The New Castle County Sports and Athletics Office is unwillingccept any profane language or
disrespectful behavior by any participant or spectator towards umpires, staff members, or playing oppor
Violators will be subject to all disciplinary penalties listed in this document.

. Playeri Player Altercations

All players leaving their playing positions or dugout to enter intaltrcation inprogress will be ejected from the
game and receive a minimum one (1) game additional suspension. If judged to be participating in the altercatic
penalty for fighing will also apply. If the majority of the players of either team (as judged by the umpires a
coordinator) are participating in the altercation, the game will be forfeited and the following game for each offen
team will also be forfeited. In aditin, a $25.00 fine will be imposed on the offending team (to be paid in cash at t
Sports Office before their next scheduled game). This fine will be forwarded to the offending team'’s next oppone
compensation for the lost game.

Xil.  TABLE OF VIOLAT IONS AND RECOMMENDED PENALTIES
VIOLATION FIRST OFFENSE SECOND OFFENSE
1. Use of alcohol or drugs prior to game | Ejection from game Ejection from league
2. Use of alcohol or drugs in NCC Parklan Warning or suspension from the next Eiecti
following game scheduledyame jection from league
99 U]

3. Unsportsmanlike conduct: abusive act,
profane language, or sarcastic remarks
towards official, staff, etc.

Zero Tolerancé ejection from game plus | Ejection from game plus minimum three
minimum two game suspension game suspesion and probation

4. Unsportsmanlike conduct: abusive act, iCool Down o f oirplayerio
profane language, or sarcastic remarks

Simultaneous warning issued to each tear

disqualified
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VIOLATION

FIRST OFFENSE

SECOND OFFENSE

towards opposing pl

5. Fighting (aggessor)

Ejection from game plus minimum three
game suspension

Ejection from league

6. Fighting (noraggressor)

Ejection from game plus minimum one
game suspension

Ejection from game plus minimum two
game suspension or ejection from league

7. Failure to éave area of ball field after
ejection; continuous harassment of official
persistent arguing, etc.

Ejection from game plus minimum three
game suspension

Ejection from game plus minimum four
game suspension plus probation

8. Returning to encounter witin official
after ejection; violent behavior; charging a
official; incidental threatening of official,
etc.

Ejection from game plus minimum four
game suspension

Ejection from league

9. Intentional threatening of official,
threatening official after gameeturning
after game to encounter an official (outsid
of playing facility)

Minimum six (6) month suspension from a
NCC Sports activities.

N/A

10. Physical altercation with an official or
staff member; extreme violent behavior

Ejection from league wlit possible long
term suspension

Indefinite suspension or permanent
expulsion

11. Kicking or throwing dirt so that it lands
on an official, staff member, or opposing
player

Ejection from game plus minimum four
game suspension

Ejection from league

12. Nonflagrant bumping of official or staff
member (accidental or intentional)

Ejection from game plus minimum four
game suspension

Ejection from league

13. Malicious destruction to facility and / 0
NCC property

Suspension from league umndstitutionis
madeto proper agency

Ejection from league

14. Misconduct preceding or following
game

Individual subject to all NCC disciplinary
procedures as listed in these rules

Ejection from league

15. Player out of uniform after Ma9

One strike out declared againgieoviolator
if protested during the first three innings

N/A

16. Throwing bat / equipment; colliding
with opponent on forceut or tag play

Umpire discretioni disqualification (no
removal or suspension) or ejection (remov
and minimum one game suspengion

Ejection from game plus minimum two
game suspension

17. Inadvertent use of ineligible player;
unintentional roster omissions; etc.

Up to afour week suspension for manager
and / oroffendingplayer plus forfeiture of
game(s)

Ejection from league for reainder of the
season plus forfeiture of game(s) and loss
managerial privileges for the following
season

18. Intentional use of ineligible player;
using assumed names; etc.

Offending player is ejected from the leagu
plus a manager suspension of upaorf
weeks. The offending team is prohibited
from playing in the playoffs.

Team ejection from the league for the
remainder of the season and loss of
managerial privileges for the following
season

19. Failure to submit roster by due date;
failure to call h game scores and umpire
attendance by 9:30 pm.; failure to submit
properly completed linep card during
ground rules

One game suspension for manager and /
forfeiture of game(s)

N/A

20. Violation of player participation rule
(NCC Rule 111.D.)

Forfeit of protested games plugeetionall
leagues involved in the protest

21. Possession of a bat (at the field) witha
a certification sticker when bat compressic
testing has been conducted

Ejection from complex for the remainder g
the evening

Ejection fom league

22. Possession of a bat (in thea t tb@xr ¢
or after an abat) without a certification
sticker when bat compression testing has
been conducted

Player is declared out and ejected from
complex for the remainder of the evening;
all advance of miners during the play is
nullified. In addition, the player will be
suspended for his t
games

Ejection from league
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XII.

XIV.

XV.

XVI.

HOME RUN LIMITS (unless specified differently on front page of official schedule):
In all cases, each home run im excess of the maximum allowed is recorded as an out; the ball is dead and all runne
return to the bases they occupied at the time of the pitch.

A. 1 Per Ining/Use t or Lose It: Northern; Southern; Sunday Evening North

B. 1 UP/Max. 4: FirefightersCo-Rec North

C. 1 UP/Max. 3Park Eastern, Sunday Evening South-Rec South

D. 2 Max:County,Recreation, Sunday Evening East;R@ ¢ Ea st and Womendés Recrea

E. 1 Max:Atlantic, WesternPacific,Centra] Sunday Evening Wesgunday Evening CenireBunday Evening Metro
Co-Rec WestCo-Rec CentrglandCo-Rec Weeknight.

F. Special Note:1) During crosslivision play in regular seaso@ams must use the lower home run limit if differences

exist 2) During playoffs, team playing upwill use the ligher home run limit; team playing downwill use the
lower home run limit.

G. Unfenced fields with natural or manade home run boundary: the home run limits above will apply to any automat
home run boundary approved by all parties during ground riNE3TE: The ball must hibeyondthe home run
boundary onthefly. (Example: Parking lot of Powell Ford #2).

OFFICIATING COMPLAINTS / COMMENDATIONS

Any complaints / commendations regarding officiating must be submitted in writing to the SportthiitASection

in order for effective action to be taken. Your letter will be carefully reviewed, and a copy will be sent to the approp
umpi r es 6 &aomplaimsidapendingrupon the severity of the situation, a recommendation may or niag not
made by our office. In either case, the letter will be documented and your input will be beneficial in helping to as
future complaints on a particular official. Please recognize that complaints from a winning team are more often h
higher rgard than those from a losing team.

ASSUMPTION OF RISK

The New Castle County Sports and Athletics Section and its officers assume no responsibility for injuries to the mel
of any team holding franchise in this league no matter under what cireurastacurred; adoption of these rules by the
team managers shall be the equivalent of full and lawful release and discharge of any and all claims that any part
may have or that may arise in the future against any of the @aoned for injury to thir persons or property.

SAVINGS CLAUSE

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or portion of these rules and regulations for any reason shall be a
invalid by a court having jurisdiction, su@idgmentshall not affect, impair, or invalade the remainder of these rules
and regulations not directly involved in the controversy in whidigmentis rendered.
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XVI1. SUSPENSION LISTS
Long Term Suspensions
The following suspension list was last compiled on Tuesday, April 16, 2019.

PLAYER TEAM SPORT SUSPENSION (YR) EFFECTIVE ELIGIBLE
Jones, Rannord FulHundred FC Soccer Lifetime All Sports n/a
Benson, Brian Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AllSports Indefinite
Black, Eric Family First Winter Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ Al Sports Indefinite
Bull, Erich Wailing Souls Indoor Soccer Past Debt All Sports Indefinite
Burbage, Knowlington Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Byam, Christopher Big Red Summer Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ All Sports Indefinite
Cutler, Paul, Jr Docs Demons Spring Football Must Apply All Sports Indefinite
DiMarzio, Nicol Tigers Field Hockey Past Debt All Sports Indefinite
Driver, Andre Panthers Basketball Past Debt All Sports Indefinite
Dube, Robert 18" & VanBuren Fall Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Ekdahl, Kurt Budweiser Softball Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Fisher, Jemal Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AllSports Indefinite
Ford, Ken Cotton Club Summer Basketball Past bt ( 6 9 6 ) All Sports Indefinite
Furchner, Brett Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Hubbard, Mike H&J Winter Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ Al Sports Indefinite
Hudson, Todd Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Joachim, Socrates Pizza By Elizabeth Soccer Indefinite All Sports Indefinite
Johnson, Solomon Purple Soul Summer Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ Al Sports Indefinite
Keys, Bahkeim Dunnz Fall Football Anger Mgmt . AllSports Indefinite
Kruparski, Vince Coatesville Sabres Ice Hockey Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Matthews, Rich Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Mendez, Bonifacio Guerrero Azteca Soccer Past Debt All Sports Indefinite
Mintz, Calvin Magnum Fore Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Moss, Kevin Magnum Force Football Past Debt ( ¢AlSports Indefinite
Price, Robert The Crew Winter Basketball Past Debt ( ¢ Al Sports Indefinite
Williams, PJ 7-11 Softball Past Debt ( ¢AllSports Indefinite
Womack, Isaac Laborers Unlimited Spring Football I ndefinite (AllSports Indefinite
Ash, Nick Pike Creek Gentlemen Softball Probation All Sports 12/31/19

*Denotes new adtbns

Note(s): Players are not permitted to be at playing sites while under suspension. Future misconduct will result in
more severe penalties. If there are any questions on suspensions, please call the Sports & Athletics Office at 395-
5890.

Numerous maagers have failed to pay forfeit fees incurred by their team during phevious seasonsThese managerare
placed on indefinite suspension until payment is received in the Sports Office. A list of violatorsluded in themanager
packetsbrochureor you may call the Sports Office 8955890if you have any questions.
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APPENDICIES
APPENDICES INCLUDED IN THIS DOCUMENT
TElePNONE DIFECIONY ...ttt Page 20
2018 League ChampionS/RUNNEIS-UP ........coeuuuuiiiiiiieeeeeeieiiiis e Page 21
2019 NCC Softball Calendar..............uuuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e Page 22
Firefi ghteSpesadRules®.a.g.U.....cccoommiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Page 23
Co-Rec & Seniors Field Layout (Second Home Plate) ..........cccoovveeeiiiiiiiiiiiiinnneenn. Page 24
2019 USA Softball Playing Rule Changes..........cccoovieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeeeeeeee e Page 25
USA Softball Non-Approved Bat Picture List (last updated 03/15/2017).............. Page 26
USA Softball Non-Approved Ball List (last updated 03/17/2017)...........ccceeeennnn.. Page 27
SENIOr LEAGUE RUIES......eiiiiiiiiiiie e Page 28

ADDITIONAL FORMS & INFORMATION FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS
This information is available on the Sports and Athletics website:
nccdesports.com

Lightning Policy
NCC Field Directions
Hydration Recommendations for Athletes
Injury Report Form
Incident Report Form
Season Summary Form
Assault on a Sports Official Law
Emergency Roster Addition Form
Weekly League Standings
Game Rescheduling Notices
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TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

New Castle County

Office
Sports Office (Monday Friday, 8:00 ani 4:00 pm, recorder after hours)...........ccccceennn.. 3955890
Sports Office FaxX (24 NOUIS).......oooeiiieieiii e ee e e e e e e e e e e e anana s 3955892
Sports Office Inclement Weather Message (24 hQUIS)......ccooveeeeeeiiiieeeiieii e 3955891
PEIMILS SECHION. ......eeiiteiiiee ettt rree e e e e e e e et e et e e e e e et ab s mmmr e e e eeeeessnnnnn s 3955606
Special ServicedHacility EMErgeNCIES).......ccivviviiiiiiiiiiimmeeeeeeeeerisss e e e e e emmrenanna e eas 3955700

Softball Staff

Andrew Bero, Sports and Athletics AdministratQr................cccceeeeiiiceeevvvennniinenn. (office) 3955890
Chris Colby Recreation SUPEIVISOL...........cooiiiiiiiiiieeee st eeeeeeeee e (office) 3955890

Maryland/DC/Delaware USA Softball

Executive Staff

Ryan MelsonDeputy Commissiondemal: melsondemo@comcast.fet.............ccvvvvnnnnnne 2753104
Jeff Smith Sr, DelawarePlayer Representatifemail: smithj218@aol.com..........cccceeeennn.. 5392662
Umpire Staff
Diane CardenDelawareUmpire-in-Chief (e-mail: ladyblude@verizon.ngt.............ccccceunnn.. 5987725
Dave MatternDeputy Umpirein-Chief (email: delawaredave@comcast.net..................... 3540165
Ryan MelsonPeputy Umpirein-Chief (email: melsondemo@comcast.fet...........ccccceeee.... 2753104

Del aware Softball Umpiresod Assoc

Jeff Smith Presidente-mail: jsmith@vhc27.com)...............ooorriiiiiiiie e 5304939
Anthony Orsinj Assignor (email: anthony.orsini@state.de)u............coooovviiiiiiiiienn s 584-4455
Harry Leitner, Rules Interpreter (emdible@iximd.COM...........ccoovvrriiiiiiiiiiemmee e 7533219

Miscellaneous

News Journal Sports Desk........c.cccovvviiiiiicceeneeeenen, 3242804, 3242806, 3242850, 3242298 (Fax)
News Journal Sports DesK...........ccccovvvvvviiieeeeeceeeeeee, Online / Email: scores@dawareonline.com
USA Softball(www.asasoftball.CoOMN.........coeeriiiiiiie e veeee e (405) 4245266
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2018 SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS / RUNNERS-UP

LEAGUE

CHAMPION

RUNNER-UP

CO-REC NORTH

MADD Designs (20-1)

Bangers & Mash / Kirkins (10-9-1)

CO-REC SOUTH

Reppin Ricky (8-15-1)

JP Home Improvements / DAS (12-10)

CO-REC EAST Dental Associates of DE (14-8) Purple Reign (13-8-1)
CO-REC WEST 58 Strong (20-1) Mc Gl ynn®s (14
CO-REC M/W MTO (20-2) HyPoint Heros (16-7)

SUN. EVE. SOUTH

Pour House (18-2)

D.P. Doughboys (6-16)

SUN. EVE. EAST

Designated Drinkers (12-10)

Kings (12-10)

SUN. EVE. WEST

Mud Dawgs (19-3)

G-Men (19-3)

SUN. EVE. CENTRAL

Barksdale & Affiliates (15-7)

DE Valley Tent Rental (12-10)

SUN. EVE. METRO

Carpenters Local 173 (19-3)

My Three Sons (13-7)

M/W NORTHERN

Lindstrom Excavating (11-11)

Rhino Linings (18-5)

M/W PARK St ahl Post 30 /-8MLG Pike Creek Gentlemen (17-9)
M/W COUNTY Flame Tech (17-7) Shakers (18-6)
M/W PACIFIC Amtrak Bear Shops (24-0) Sandlot Rejects (16-8)

T/TH SOUTHERN

Lindstrom Excavating (12-8-1)

Paint Doctor (16-6-1)

T/TH EASTERN

Stahl Post 30 / DB GoodTimez (17-8)

BKP / Pike Creek Mortgage (17-8)

T/TH RECREATION

St. Gabes (21-6)

Attack Addiction (14-13)

T/TH WESTERN

Cardiology Physicians (19-7)

F&F Construction (15-10-1)

WOMEN'S REC. "AA"

Rhino Linings (19-5)

Dream Killerz (17-5-1)

WOMEN'S REC. "A"

Diamond Girls (12-11)

Frost-g4s (8

SENIORS' 62+

DAS / Stahl Post

DuHadaway Tool

SENIORS' DRAFT

Orange

Green
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
<Zz
- 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 1 Registration 2
Opens Ground Hog Golf
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
ﬁ
L 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 Flag FB Mgrs Mtg
< 10 11 12 Registration 13 14 15 16
=
DST Begins Due T/Th Mgrs Mtg
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
M/W Mgrs Mtg Co-Rec Mgrs Mtg
24 25 26 27 28 29 Paymen ts 30
SunEve Mgrs Mtg Due
31 1 2 3 Senior Mgrs 4 5 6
Mtg / Draft
x [z 8 9 10 11 12 13
<
14 15 Sr. Practices 16 Sr. Practices 17 Sr. Practices 18 Sr. Practices 19 20
- R Pre-Season Tournament  ----- [ ------me-omeeee- A
21 EASTER 22 23 24 Sr. Practices 25 26 27
Sr. Practices Sr. Practices < Weekday #1 > Sr. Practices F#1
28 29 30 1 Sr. Practices 2 3 4
S #la, S #2 Sr. Practices Sr. Practices < Weekday #2 > Sr. Practices F #2
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
> S #1b, S#3 M/W Senior #1 T/Th Senior #1 < Wee kday #3 > F #3
%: 12 MOTHERGS [ 13 14 15 16 17 18
S#4 < Weekday #4 > F #4
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
S#5 Rosters Due < Weekday #5 > -
26 27 28 29 30 31 1
------ MEMORIAL DAY --------—- A < Weekday #6 > F #5
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 S #6 < Wee kday #7 > F #6
3 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
S#7 < Weekday #8 > F #7
16 FATHERGS [ 17 18 19 20 21 22
S #8 < Weekday #9 > F #8
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
S#9 M/W from 5/28 T/Th PO #1 M/W PO #1 T/Th PO#2 F #9 M/U Weekend
30 1 2 3 4 5 6
S PO#1 MIW PO#2 T/Th PO #3 R - ATH OF JULY--- [ --oeeeem
- |7 8 9 10 11 12 13
':_g S PO#2 M/W PO#3 T/Th PO#4 M/W PO#4 T/Th PO#5 F PO #1
14 15 16 17 18 19 F PO #2a 20
M/W PO#5 T/Th PO#6 M/W PO#6 T/Th PO#7 No Del/PF
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
M/W PO#7 F PO #2b
28 29 30 31 1 2 8
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
)
<D( 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
[ R -Execut i ve| Tournament ----- | -----------ooome A
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
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FI REFI GHTERSS®6 LEAGUE SPECI AL F

1. Rosters are limited to 30 players with no restrictions or special rules for female players.

2. The minimum age for participation in the Firef.|
number of players ages 14-17 on the roster, but only two (2) players under 18 may be in the line-
up at any time during the game.

3. Theionwep 0 home willbe usedwithea maximum of four (4) home runs per team. For
any home runs hit in excess of the number allowed, the ball is dead, the batter is out, and alll
runners must return to the bases occupied at the time of the pitch.

4. Player eligibility - players must meet one of the eligibility requirements below:
a. be a member, in good standing, of their team
b. be a member, in good standing, of a neighboring company / department that does not have
a softball team
c. beaful-t i me paid firefighter that works for thei
d. be afull-time paid firefighter that works for a neighboring company / department that does not
have a softball team
Any questions regarding the eligibility of a player will be handled as a protest.
Penalty: 1t offense 1 forfeit of game and removal of player from the league; 2" offense 1 forfeit
of game and removal of team from the league.

5. No Courtesy runners are permitted effective (3/28/06).

6. Premier player rule: Due to the recreational nature of this league, players who play or who have
played (previous season) on an USA Softballr at ed ASuper 6o, AMaj or o, AA
are not encouraged to play in this league.

7. Two rosters will be collected from each team. The New Castle County roster must be submitted
in accordance with NCC rul es. The Firefidhter
game of the season. It must be signed by both the president and chief of the company. A copy
of this roster will be given to all teams.

7. Protestsiany protest of these Firefightersd League
committee consisting of the league president and four team managers, or five mangers (if the
president is not available).
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CO-RECREATION FIELD LAYOUT

A special field layout will be used in all Co-Rec games. The layout, illustrated above, is designed to
\ separate runners and fielders at home plate in order to avoid collisions. Two additional lines are
marked on the field: 1) the first base line is extended from home plate to the back stop, 2) a “no-
‘ return” line is placed 20 feet up the third base line from home plate. A second home plate, if used,
| should be placed no further than eight feet from home plate on the extended first base line. The
following rules govern play at the plate:

1. Defensive players can only touch the original home plate and runners can only touch the second
home plate. .

a. Runners must touch the second home plate located adjacent to the right-handed batter's

box in order to be safe at home (all plays at the plate are force-outs).

b. Runners tagged by the defensive teamwill not be out.

‘ ~c¢. Should a defensive player touch the second home plate and still touch the original home
plate before the runner reaches the second home plate, the runner would be out.

d. If the runner touches the original home plate, the runner will be out and the ball will remain
alive. Exception — if a play is not being made on the runner attempting to score (ball must
be in the outfield), the runner will not be called out for touching the original home plate.

: 2. A no-return line will be scratched into the field 20 feet up the third base line from home piate.
i Once a runner crosses this line, he/she may not return to third base. A runner may not be tagged
| out after crossing the no-return line, he/she can only be put out as described in the above section.
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2019 USA Softball Rule Changes with Comments as of November 11, 2018
NOTE: All changes below are EFFECTIVE January 1, 2019 unless otherwise noted. NOTE: All changes below are
EFFECTIVE January 1, 2018 unless otherwise noted. NOTE: All changes be low are EFFECTIVE January 1, 2019
unless otherwise noted.

Rule 3, Section 6: Remove: Coaches, players and team representatives from displaying the names or logos
of other softball associations on their uniforms.

Comment:  Allows for other organizations logos to be on players and coaches uniforms.

Rule 3, Section 6A EFFECT 2: (Female Fast Pitch and all Slow Pitch) Ball caps and visors are optional for

players. If worn, they may be mixed and must be worn properly, colors to include: black, white, gray, b eige or
team colors. The colors may be mixed and are not required to be the same for all team members.

Handkerchiefs do not qualify as headwear and cannot be worn around the head or neck. Plastic visors are not

allowed.

Comment:  Allows colors to be mixed when wearing caps or visors in Female Fast Pitch and all Slow
Pitch Classifications of play.

Rule 3, Section 6D: An Arabic whole number (0  -99) of contrasting color, or outlined in contrasting color, at
least three inches high, must be clearly visible on all uniform shirts.

Comment:  Revises the requirement for the size and location of the number placed on the uniform
jersey.

Rule 4, Section 1C [1c]: When batting up to all roster players, any additional batters shall be listed as an
EP and may be liste d anywhere in the batting order and may play defense at any position.

Comment: Clarifies where EPs may be listed in the batting order for JO Fast Pitch Pool Play.

Rule 5, Section 3A . All games played using a Time Limit will be considered Regulation Gam es regardless of
the number of innings completed/played.

Comment:  Specifies that all games ending as a result of the Time Limit Rule will be considered
Regulation Games.

Rule 7, Section 3B: (JO Boyds 14U, 16U and 18U Sl ow Piabneha)l,oikhktike bat t
count upon entering the batteroés box.

Comment: Adds JO Boybés 14U, 16U and 18U Slow Pitch Classifi
with a one ball, one strike count.

Rule 8, Section 10A [4]: Defensive changes involving the pitcher or catcher must be reported to the Plate
Umpire to ensure the correct player may have a courtesy runner.

Comment:  Requires teams to report those defensive changes involving the pitcher or the catcher.
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